Chromosomal rearrangement as the basis for human tumourigenesis.
To develop a model for the initiation of human tumourigenesis that is consistent with various observations that are difficult to reconcile with current models. A novel model of tumourigenesis was developed that includes three basic postulates: (1) tumourigenesis is initiated by recombinogenic DNA lesions, (2) potentially recombinogenic DNA lesions in transcribed regions of the genome can be converted into chromosomal rearrangements and (3) chromosomal rearrangements alone are insufficient for tumourigenesis but can initiate a mutator/recombinator phenotype.